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ABOVE: David Sales, a junior kinesiology major, 
threw his fi rst ball during a game of bocce ball 
while sitting down to get a feel for it as if he were 
in a wheelchair. The Disability Sport Expo 2007 was 
held in the Spartan Complex on Monday.
PHOTOS BY CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily
Games allow participants to play 
from a different perspective 
SAN FRANCISCO — The 
University of  California system 
overcharged 35,000 graduate and 
undergraduate students $33.8 
million in fees four years ago, a 
state appeals court has ruled.
The San Francisco-based ap-
peals court determined Friday 
that the Berkeley and Los An-
geles campuses broke promises 
to freeze fees at the amount the 
students paid when they fi rst en-
rolled.
Classes had already begun when 
UC raised fees in 2003 because of  
deep midyear budget cuts.
With interest, the university 
owes nearly $40 million.
The university is considering 
an appeal to the state Supreme 
Court, a spokesman said.
The ruling upholds a decision 
last year by a San Francisco judge. 
If  the university doesn’t appeal, 
the case returns to the lower court 
to distribute the money.
The refunds could be a few 
hundred dollars to most students, 
but more than $10,000 for some 
students at professional schools, 
said Andrew Freeman, a lawyer 
for the students.
Fees for some professional stu-
dents more than doubled in two 
Court: University of California overcharged students $34 million
HANNA THRASHER // Spartan Daily
The authorities were called to the Delta Gamma sorority house at the 
intersection of Eighth and Reed streets Monday to investigate a possible 
carbon monoxide leak. 
At approximately 5:27 p.m. 
Monday, members of  Delta Gam-
ma sorority evacuated their house 
after a carbon monoxide house 
alarm went off.
Some members of  the sorority 
had complained of  feeling dizzy 
and nauseous.
Battalion Chief  Cliff  Hubbard 
of  the San Jose Fire Department 
said they responded to the alarm 
and checked inside the house.
“We evacuated the building and 
we did an air sampling with our 
Hazardous Incident Team,” Hub-
bard said. “We were unable to lo-
cate any kind of  a problem.”
Fire trucks, ambulances and po-
lice cars blocked off  Reed Street 
between Eighth and Ninth streets 
for approximately 45 minutes.
About 60 members of  the soror-
ity waited outside the house until 
the alarm was reset.
Members inside the house at 
the time of  the alarm were evac-
uated to the front lawn for health 
checks from medical staff.
After the house had been 
cleared, members were allowed to 
reenter the house, with no mem-
bers requiring medical attention.
Uriel Mendoza, a San Jose 
High School student who lives 
near the sorority house, said 
there was an issue with the alarm 
on Sunday.
“I heard one of  the girls was 
feeling dizzy,” he said.
Mendoza mentioned that no 
alert was given to the rest of  the 
buildings on the street.
Hubbard confi rmed that there 
was a report that the alarm had 
gone off  on Sunday.
“At this time, no one has cho-
sen to be transported or seek pro-
fessional help,” Hubbard said.
He also indicated that locating a 
carbon monoxide leak is diffi cult.
“This type of  product is odor-
less; there is no sight to it,” he said. 
“Heaters, vehicles are common 
sources of  carbon monoxide.”
Sorority members were pre-
vented from speaking to the 
Spartan Daily for this report by 
Delta Gamma President Katie 
Peterson.
Staff  Writers
By SAMUEL LAM
AND MARK ASPILLERA
Cindy Chavez, former San 
Jose councilwoman and cur-
rent political science lecturer at 
SJSU, said she will make a fi nal 
decision on whether she will run 
for a seat with the Santa Clara 
County board of  supervisors by 
early December.
She said the idea of  running 
for the board of  supervisors came 
about because people in commu-
nities she has worked with in the 
past have asked her to consider a 
position on the board.
“I’m going to explore run-
ning, and I’m going to do that 
in a very serious and thoughtful 
way,” Chavez said.
Chavez announced on Oct. 
30 that she is forming an explor-
atory committee to help her give 
feedback on what she should and 
should not be doing.
Chavez said she enjoyed every 
second of  her previous experi-
ences in serving the community.
“I think running for mayor 
was one of  the greatest adven-
tures I’ve had of  my life,” Chavez 
Staff  Writer
By JOVANNI COLISAO
Even at the age of  retirement, former 
SJSU Professor Matthew Vessel continued to 
start his days with a trip to the gym.
“He went every single day,” said his daugh-
ter, Ginny Johnston, of  Santa Rosa. “That’s 
probably why he lived until 95. He was in in-
credible shape.”
Vessel, a well known SJSU instructor, chair-
man of  the department of  science education 
and an author, died Oct. 15. His son, Richard 
Vessel of  El Cajon, said it was due to “living 
complications.”
A celebration of  Vessel’s life is schedule to 
be held on Dec. 29 at the Spartan Chapel.
Vessel taught for so many years that by the 
time he retired in 1979 as associate dean of  
the College of  Science, he had taught some of  
his original student’s grandchildren.
“He infl uenced so many students,” John-
ston said.
Vessel, a Chisholm, Minn., native and Cor-
Staff  Writer
By SARRAH S. NUGYEN
Matthew 
Vessel, 
professor, 
author and 
chairman 
of  the SJSU 
department 
of  science 
education.
• $33.8 million: The total amount in fees the UC 
system overcharged 35,000 students four years ago.
• $40 million: The amount the university owes with 
interest.
• A few hundred to $10,000: The refund amount 
most students can receive.
• The fee amount for some professional students more 
than doubled in two years, from $6,000 to $14,000+
By the numbers
Sources: The San Francisco-based appeals court ruling; Andrew Freeman, the student’s lawyer 
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“THE HUDDLE” IS 
BACK HOME
After spending nearly 25 hours on 
the road and driving across four 
states, “The Huddle” has returned. 
Catch this must-see episode online.
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See CHAVEZ, page 2
See FEES, page 2
ABOVE LEFT: Chris Bell, a guest speaker at the 
Disability Sport Expo 2007, introduced the MTC 
Freedom Wheel, a wheelchair designed for dis-
abled people who play sports.
BELOW: Ben Luu, a junior kinesiology major, was 
ready to block during a game of sitting volleyball 
during the Disability Sport Expo 2007.
See VESSEL, page 6
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SPARTA GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide 
information online. Visit our Web site at www.thespar-
tandaily.com. You may also submit information in 
writing to DBH 209.
TODAY
Pride of  the Pacifi c Islands General Meeting
From 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Pacifi ca Room in the Student Union. For 
more information, contact Lisa at 925-639-6781.
The Listening Hour Concert Series
From 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music Building Concert Hall there 
will be a free music concert titled, “Beethoven’s Charming Trio,” per-
formed by Janet Averett, Carolyn Lockhart and Gwendolyn Mok. 
Come for an entertaining afternoon. For more information, contact 
Joan Stubbe at 924-4649.
Nov. 7
Africentric Theology Seminar: The Biblical Message for Connecting With Your 
Ancestors
From noon to 1 p.m., the African American Faculty and Staff  As-
sociation will hold a seminar in the Cultural Heritage Center in Room 
525 of  the King Library. For more information, contact Dr. Oscar 
Battle at 924-6117.
Stress Reduction Workshop
At 4 p.m. in the Montalvo Room in the Student Union. For more 
information, contact Chaplain Roger at 605-1687 or mail to: chap-
lain@sjspirit.org.
Centering Prayer: A Time of  Quiet Prayer and Meditation
Every Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. in the Spartan Memorial. For more 
information, contact Chaplain Roger at 605-1687 or mail to: chap-
lain@sjspirit.org.
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said. “San Jose is a really wonderful, 
vibrant and diverse city.”
She said running for mayor gave 
her a chance to meet numerous in-
dividuals who want to make their 
neighborhoods and communities 
a high priority in their lives, which 
she said inspired her to fall in love 
with San Jose all over again.
Many offi cials are in favor of  
Chavez running, including a cur-
rent member on the board of  su-
pervisors.
Ken Yeager, supervisor of  District 
Four said that Chavez’s chances of  
becoming a member of  the board 
of  supervisors are in her favor.
Terry Christensen, professor in 
political science at SJSU, agreed.
“I think her chances would be 
excellent,” Christensen said.
Christensen said that if  Chavez 
does decide to run, the race may 
be easier than her previous race 
because she may clear out other 
candidates who are liberals, demo-
crats and so on.
“Cindy has a lot of  supporters 
who are eager to see her back in 
public offi ce,” Christensen said. “A 
lot of  people were happy that she’s 
continuing her consideration of  
whether to run or not.”
It is a hard decision to jump 
back into a campaign after going 
through a tough race, he said.
Christensen said that running 
for mayor has made Chavez an 
even stronger person.
He said that at last week’s lec-
ture at the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Library, Chavez expressed how 
she loved being in public offi ce and 
shaping public policy.
Chavez said that one of  the 
reasons she is teaching political sci-
ence is that she hopes to excite and 
engage students in understanding 
how they can change their own cit-
ies or counties.
Christensen said that other 
people would say Chavez is a very 
good leader.
“I think she’d probably like to 
be there, but the question for her 
is, is she ready for what could be 
another tough campaign?” Chris-
tensen said.
One student felt that more people 
are beginning to explore politics.
“I’m not that familiar with lo-
cal politics,” said Nell Johnson, a 
junior biology major. “But I think 
that more younger people are get-
ting more involved in national 
elections.”
Johnson said that in regards to 
local politics, the younger genera-
tion does not seem to care.
Chavez said whether one is a 
journalism major, a social scientist 
or a business leader, government 
belongs to everyone.
“Unless we’re willing to get in-
volved and make change, it will 
never get better,” said Chavez. 
“Individuals can make a huge 
difference.”
She said one of  the reasons why 
she ran for offi ce in the past is be-
cause she wanted people to believe 
in government again.
“I want to make sure this is the 
right time and I’m the right person 
for the job,” Chavez said. “When I 
ran for mayor, I thought long and 
hard before I did it.”
Continued from page 1
“Cindy has a lot of 
supporters who are 
eager to see her back 
in public offi ce.”
TERRY CHRISTENSEN
SJSU political science professor
years, from $6,000 to more than 
$14,000.
Freeman said the county judge 
also prevented the university 
from charging more than 9,000 
students at law, medical and other 
graduate programs an additional 
$20 million in fees.
He said the appeals court deci-
sion could also infl uence a sepa-
rate pending lawsuit by about 
2,700 graduate students who were 
charged higher fees in 2004 despite 
similar promises from the univer-
sity. That could cost the university 
$15 million to $20 million in re-
funds, Freeman estimated.
University spokesman Ricardo 
Vazquez said students were given 
adequate notice that fees could 
be raised despite the no-increase 
pledge. The promise has since 
been dropped from UC Web sites 
and catalogues.
The lead plaintiff, Mohammad 
Kashmiri, who graduated from 
UC Berkeley’s law school in 2004, 
said the refunds would be wel-
comed as he and other students 
struggle to pay off  student loans.
“The university was acting like 
they were above the law,” said 
Kashmiri, who is now a labor 
union representative in Oakland.
Continued from page 1
James Costa, a junior kinesiology student, gets ready to throw the ball 
for goal ball. He is blindfolded to simulate a blind person playing the 
game in the Spartan Complex on Monday where the Disability Sport 
Expo 2007 was held.
Having a ball at the
Disability Sport Expo 2007
CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ // Special to the Daily
CHAVEZ // Fell ‘in love with San Jose’ during race 
FEES // Decision may 
affect separate case
SACRAMENTO — Arnold 
Schwarzenegger campaigned 
as a champion of  open govern-
ment when he ran for governor 
in 2003.
He endorsed a constitutional 
amendment protecting public ac-
cess to government records and 
meetings, while promising to veto 
bills hatched in the last hours of  
legislative sessions without full 
public hearings: “There’s no such 
thing as democracy in the dark,” 
he said.
But in the four years since he 
took offi ce, the Republican gover-
nor has put together a record on 
freedom of  information and pub-
lic access issues that has provided 
both darkness and light, accord-
ing to a review of  his record.
“It’s clearly a mixed bag,” said 
Tom Newton, general counsel for 
the California Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association. “He’s done 
some good things and done some 
things, in our opinion, that are 
bad. ... We’ve put a lot of  things 
before him, and we’ve had lim-
ited success.”
Schwarzenegger has sided 
with the publishers association 
and other public-access groups 
seven times on 20 bills generating 
freedom-of-information debates 
that have reached his desk since 
the start of  2004, according to re-
cords maintained by the CNPA.
Some of  the bills he has vetoed 
were retreads of  measures he pre-
viously rejected, so the record is a 
little more even than the overall 
fi gures indicate.
Schwarzenegger has signed 
bills supported by the publishers 
association that speed the release 
of  information on child abuse 
deaths involving foster children, 
require the University of  Cali-
fornia regents and California 
State University trustees to act in 
Schwarzenegger 
record mixed on 
opening government 
records, access
Associated Press Writer
By STEVE LAWRENCE public on pay proposals for the 
schools’ top executives and pro-
tect the First Amendment rights 
of  college students.
He also has signed legisla-
tion strengthening prohibitions 
against so-called SLAPP suits 
— lawsuits fi led to prevent people 
from taking part in government 
proceedings or speaking out on 
issues.
He also signed a measure clar-
ifying that law enforcement agen-
cies can release criminal history 
summaries, casting aside doubts 
raised by an attorney general’s 
opinion.
A spokesman for Schwarzeneg-
ger, Aaron McLear, defended the 
governor’s record, saying he had 
made his administration “the 
most open in California history.
“I think his record demon-
strates his commitment to trans-
parency and openness in govern-
ment,” McLear said.
Schwarzenegger’s record also 
includes vetoes on numerous 
pieces of  legislation intended to 
provide greater access to govern-
ment meetings or records. 
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How Terrorism is Impacting Our Countries
A panel of Consuls General from around the world will discuss 
how terrorism is affecting their countries and will present 
their strategies for counterterrorism.
NOV. 6,   7 - 9 P.M., MLK LIBRARY 225/229, FREE
HANNA THRASHER // SPARTAN DAILY
Students tune in to small screen shows
TV sitcoms spark traditions and rituals among SJSU students
Whether jinxes or charms, tradition or ritu-
al, some students feel the need to perform them 
in front of  the television.
Some television rituals are an expression of  
emotional investment in the storyline or the 
characters.
Justin Yip, a senior English major, said he 
does not watch much television but follows the 
series “Heroes.”
Yip said that he knows people who “follow it 
religiously” and watch in groups but that he tries 
to watch the show alone instead of  in a group.
“It’s not like ‘Friends’ or a sitcom where the 
gratifi cation is immediate,” he said. ‘Heroes’ is 
deeper and requires more thought.”
Yip said he talks to friends after the fact to 
keep track of  the storylines, a habit that fi ts the 
show’s format.
“It can get pretty complicated,” he said.
Another student said she preferred the group 
environment when watching her favorite shows.
Valerie Mah, a junior child development ma-
jor, said she watches “24” and “CSI” with her 
family whenever she visits home.
“We’ve been watching it since it started,” she 
said.
Mah also said she has been meeting with friends 
in her apartment to watch “The Hills” ever since 
the series started.
Mah said they don’t have favorite characters, how-
ever, she said, “We know which ones we don’t like.”
Other traditions may simply be proof  of  devo-
tion toward the show or sport.
Wesley Peter, a freshman aviation major and 
Boston Red Sox fan, said a consistent setting is 
important when watching a baseball game.
“If  the Red Sox are winning, I’ll stay on the 
couch and sit through the whole thing,” he said, 
“even the commercials.”
He said he tries to remember precisely where 
the remote control and other objects lay on the 
table and that he keeps them “symmetrical” 
throughout the game, which he says is diffi cult to 
do in a dorm common area.
He also said couch position is important.
“I try to keep my groove,” he said, referring to 
the indenture one makes when sitting in a couch. 
He said this was a challenge in the common area’s 
“communal couch.”
Other rituals are less superstitious in nature, 
less concerned with warding off  ill fortune or 
summoning luck as much as old traditions.
Three students who play soccer in between 
MacQuarrie Hall and the Associated Students 
House forewent superstition in favor of  devotion 
to the game.
Dustin Ghaly, a junior electrical engineer-
ing major, said he tries to watch as many soc-
cer games as he can with “the team,” a group 
of  SJSU students who play soccer for fun.
“Our ritual is to just get together and watch 
the game as a team,” he said.
Linford Chen, a junior accounting infor-
mation systems major who plays soccer with 
Ghaly, said they try not to get too worked up 
over the games they watch.
“We watch the games in bars and don’t 
stress over it,” he said. “Most of  us have played 
competitively before already.”
Ghaly said he agreed. “It’s for a love of  the 
game,” he said.
Andre Koehler, a junior corporate fi nance 
major and another soccer player, said he had a 
ritual specifi c to the 2006 World Cup broadcasts.
Koehler said he set his alarm clock to wake 
him up between the hours of  3 a.m. and 5 a.m. 
on different mornings to watch the live broad-
casts of  every match.
“I was running on European time,” he said, re-
ferring to the matches held in Munich, Germany.
Whether it’s working on a time zone a conti-
nent away or threading the multiple strands of  
the “Heroes” storyline together, there’s more to 
TV than just sitting there.
Staff  Writer
By MARK ASPILLERA
Have an idea for the Student Life section? E-mail us at studentlife@thespartandaily.com
This season, senior defender and co-captain 
Kristin Krale broke SJSU’s all time start re-
cord for the women’s soccer team, never miss-
ing a single game throughout her entire SJSU 
career.
The record had been held by Jackie Ost-
diek, who had 78 consecutive starts between 
1997-2000.
“It just sort of  happened. I never thought 
I would break it. I never really thought there 
was a record for that I guess,” Krale said.
“I don’t know how anybody can go four 
years and not miss a game,” said Joe Krale, her 
father, who graduated from SJSU in 1967.
“I still had to work for it, guaranteed,” Kris-
tin Krale said. “They never told me ‘we’re go-
ing to start you just to break the record.’ It was 
never like that. 
“Just the beginning of  this year coach told 
me I had this many more games to break the 
record. But I had no clue about it truthfully.”
Krale has started every game since she was 
a freshman and said she has pretty much been 
injury and illness free.
“I sprained an ankle before but it wasn’t that 
bad,” Krale said. “Last year I kind of  messed 
up my foot a little, but I just got a cortisone 
shot to try to fi x it.”
She says she doesn’t eat anything in particu-
lar to stay healthy but works out consistently 
during the summer.
“I don’t know how I’m so healthy,” Krale 
said. “Knock on wood.”
“When she was a little kid, her brother and 
sister would kick that ball so hard at her that 
I’d get irritated,” her father, Joe, said. “They 
showed her no mercy. She must have got it 
from them.”
Krale said she’s been on a soccer team since 
she was fi ve years old and that she probably 
started back then too.
She said she has played on a lot of  different 
teams but her favorite was the De Anza Sharks. 
She played there for a year and a half  and start-
ed there too. It was the last team she was on 
before she came to SJSU.
Krale plans on a career in business manage-
ment after she graduates this year, but before 
then, she has a possibility of  playing three more 
games to add to her all-time start record.
Krale said her favorite game was probably 
when SJSU beat Fresno State University’s soc-
cer team in Fresno.
“They’ve just always been our rivals for some 
reason,” Krale said. “We beat them 1-0 in the 
last 10 minutes on Fresno’s senior day.”
On Sunday, senior day for women’s soccer, 
the seniors on the team got recognized and they 
walked out onto the fi eld with their parents and 
families.
“It was fun. It was sad. We all cried that’s for 
sure,” Krale said.
“I came here because of  my sister, basically. 
She was on the soccer team but then she got 
hurt, and it ended her career. So I paid tribute 
to her, I want to say,” Krale said.
“The year that she came to State would 
have been our fi rst year playing together, ever,” 
said Kara Krale, Kristin’s older sister and 2006 
SJSU graduate.
“She was going to be a senior when I was a 
freshman,” Krale said. “That’s why I came here 
to San Jose. I came to play with her.”
Kristin writes Kara’s name on her wrist be-
fore every game.
“We’ve all played soccer since we were 5, but 
we never actually played on the same team,” el-
der sister Kara said.
“She knows what she’s doing and we both 
played different positions, but if  she was ever 
frustrated I would always be there for her,” 
Kara said. “I knew what she was going through. 
It’s hard going to school, playing a sport and 
working, too.”
When Kristin played at Independence High 
School, Joe would ask her “why don’t you stay 
home?” when she seemed sick.
“I can’t miss practice,” Kristin would say.
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EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
• Valid California Class C li-
cense
• Current DMV printout
• Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
• EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call 
Kyle 408-981-5894 or Rick 
408-593-9612 for an interview. 
EASTER SEALS seeks Life-
guards, Instructional Lifeguards 
& Aquatic Specialists, part or 
full time in San Jose (Bascom 
& Moorpark). Flex hours/ days, 
Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408 295-
0228. Send resume to 
jobs@esba.org or fax to 408 
275-9858. $11-$13+/ hour 
DOE.
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for stu-
dents. Earn up to $250 every 
weekend. Must have reliable 
truck or van. Heavy lifting is re-
quired. 408 292-7876 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do
you like being on the go, not 
stuck in an office all day? Help 
someone learn to cook, dance, 
read, work on their job and live 
the life they choose. We seek 
dedicated people to work with 
our clients who have disabili-
ties to help them make com-
munity connections. Creativity, 
caring and commitment define 
us. Have CA license, clean 
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. In-
structors, Community Support 
Facilitators, Job Coaches, 
Roommates & Companions. 
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment with 
day & evening shifts for respo-
sible & energetic people. Apply 
in person 2:30 to 4:00 Wed-Fri. 
We are located in San Pedro 
Square
REC LEADERS, INSTRUC-
TORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for el-
ementary school hours, after 
school hours or evening hours 
for middle & HS programs. De-
gree not required. Need car & 
have experience working with 
youth. VM (408)287-4170 x 
408. EOE/ AAE 
ATTENTION SJSU STU-
DENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for stu-
dents, has part-time openings 
available for customer sales/ 
service. The positions offer 
numerous unique benefits for 
students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annu-
ally
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experi-
ence! Watch for us on-cam-
pus throughout the semester 
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS 
EARN up to $150 per day. Un-
der cover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. Exp. not req’d. 
Call 800-722-4791 
WIN AN IPHONE!
Create a free Job Seeker 
profile on EmployeeBuddy.
com and be entered to win an 
iPhone 8GB model. 
www.employeebuddy.com
OFFICE SERVICES
CLERK
Responsible and organized 
individual with good commu-
nication skills needed for part 
time position in downtown San 
Jose Law Firm. Great job for 
SJSU student taking morning 
classes. Responsiblities in-
clude copy jobs, filing, running 
errands, processing mail, man-
aging closed storage, library, 
etc. Access to vehicle neces-
sary. Ability to lift / stack 25 lb. 
boxes. Starting rate is $10/hr. 
+ mileage at.485 / mile. Email 
resume to 
bselness@mffmlaw.com
AFTER SCHOOL 
TEACHERS
JrK-4th grade school seeks 
responsible individuals for ex-
tended daycare. P/T in the af-
ternoon M-F. No ECE units are 
required. Previous experience 
with children preferred. Please 
contact Stephanie at 248-2464 
or fax resume to 248-7433.
FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT In the Ev-
ergreen Area:Quimby & White. 
$500/ month including meals. 
(408)509-9895
SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL 
PLAN (includes cosmetic) 
$71.75 per year. Save 30%-
60%. For info call 
1-800-655-3225 or 
www.studentdental.com 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts, 
Repair PC, Data Recovery, 
Remove Virus Pop Up $49 
(408)469-5999
OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New oppor-
tunities for upcoming produc-
tions. All looks needed, no 
experience required for cast 
calls. Call 877-218-6224 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. 
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three 
lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 
3PM.  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for 
businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or 
services advertised below nor is there any guarantee 
implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily 
consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved 
or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in 
these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone 
numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making 
these further contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for goods or services.  
In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or coupons for discount 
vacations or merchandise. 
Senior soccer player refl ects on career
“The fi rst thing that came to my 
mind was that football was over, 
and I just started crying. Not being 
able to move, that’s really scary.”
Those words were uttered by 
sophomore defensive tackle Justin 
Willis who addressed the media in 
a neck brace a mere 48 hours after 
suffering what appeared to be a se-
rious neck injury.
“When he was injured — I 
mean, that just reminds you that 
we all worry about a lot of  things 
relating to a football game,” said 
head coach Dick Tomey, “and 
when something like that occurs 
they become very unimportant.”
Willis, who lay motionless for 
approximately 15 minutes in the 
fourth quarter of  Saturday’s foot-
ball game and was eventually taken 
from the fi eld in an ambulance, said 
much of  the incident was a blur.
“I remember it was a run play 
to the opposite side of  me,” Wil-
lis said. “I remember shedding the 
block and running down the line 
of  scrimmage and hitting, I think 
it was Ian Johnson, and collapsing. 
I couldn’t really feel the left side 
of  my body. Next thing I knew Jeb 
was trying to get me to move.”
Athletic trainer Jeb Burns, 
who stayed behind with Willis in 
Boise on Saturday night, said his 
recovery was, “pretty impressive,” 
adding that he and Willis enjoyed 
a rib dinner after being released 
from the hospital.
“The neurosurgeons diagnosed 
it as a spinal-cord concussion,” 
Burns said. “Just like you would 
get a brain concussion where 
there is a temporary inability to 
function.”
Burns said hesitantly that there 
is a 50-50 chance Willis could play 
in the Spartans’ fi nal game of  
the season three weeks from now 
against University of  Nevada, 
Reno.
“I want to start the healing 
process,” Willis said. “I’m gonna 
try my hardest to come back this 
season.”
Boise State University and San Jose State University athletic trainers tend to 
defensive end Justin Willis before an ambulance carts him to the hospital.
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Injured Spartan may 
return this season
Football Beat Writer
By JOSH WEAVER
Staff  Writer
By MICHAEL PASAOA
The SJSU women’s soccer 
team wrapped up its regular sea-
son play with two home games 
this weekend at Spartan Stadium.
The Spartans lost 0-1 to the 
University of  Idaho Friday and 
0-2 to Boise State University on 
Sunday.
“It was an even game,” said head 
coach Dave Siracusa of  the match 
against Boise. “We had opportuni-
ties, but we’re just having a hard 
time fi nding the back of  the net.”
Sunday’s game was also senior 
day for the Spartans. All eight se-
niors were honored prior to the 
game.
Nicole Irwin, Kristin Krale, 
Kelly Madej, Erica Ng-Pinker-
ton, Heather Oranje, Heidi Rom-
swinckel-Guise, Tasha Van Dix-
horn and Jackie Zabek were all 
part of  fourth-year head coach 
Siracusa’s fi rst freshmen class.
“The seniors played great,” Sir-
acusa said, adding that at one point 
all eight of  them were on the fi eld 
together.
“Heidi had three shots. Kelly 
got some minutes and Erica got 
out there. Nicole played 61 min-
utes and was exemplary,” he said.
Kristin Krale, one of  three 
Spartan captains, set a school re-
cord, making the starting line-up 
in every single game of  her career, 
totaling 81 starts as of  Sunday.
“It’s weird,” Krale said of  her 
last home game. “Four years went 
by fast.”
Krale said she wished the team 
could have had a victory on senior 
day, but that the focus is now win-
ning the Western Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament.
Heather Oranje, who started ev-
ery game this season, said the fact 
that she just played her fi nal home 
game has not become a reality yet.
“I don’t think it’s hit me,” Oran-
je said. “I felt personally that I was 
playing more intense, that all the 
seniors were.”
The Spartans fi nished their regu-
lar season at 4-14-2 overall and 2-5 
in the WAC. The tournament be-
gins this Thursday in Boise, where 
the fi fth-seeded Spartans play their 
fi rst-round game against No. 4 seed 
Utah State University at 2 p.m.
The Spartans must win all three 
of  their WAC Tournament games 
in order to proceed to the NCAA 
Championship Tournament.
Senior co-captain Kristin Krale broke the all-time 
career starts record at SJSU this season after start-
ing all 20 of the games she has played. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WAC
Women’s soccer team drops fi nal two home games
Staff  Writer
By CASEY JAY
He was waiting for me outside my 
house again last Sunday at 4:30 a.m. 
Right by the front door.
“This time it’s for real,” I said to my-
self. “This time I’m going to get it.”
I slowly drove into the driveway to 
give myself  more time to think of  a way 
out of  the mess I suddenly found myself  
in.
Then I remembered, there was a pret-
ty good chance there would be a sale on 
tomato juice at Walgreens. Just in case I 
got sprayed.
I quickly got out of  the car and ran 
for the water hose. My father told me 
that was how he scared the skunks away.
Fortunately, I did not get sprayed.
You get used to these kinds of  occur-
rences living in East San Jose.
There are screaming neighbors, 
broken windows and loud music being 
played in the middle of  the night.
One would need to include their toes 
when counting how many times the cops 
pass through our neighborhoods each 
day.
Oh yeah, did I mention the popula-
tion and poverty problems we have? Do 
I have to?
I live across the street from my former 
high school, Independence. Countless 
kids pass by my house every day. My lo-
cation allows me to get ringside seats for 
the occasional fi ght.
I watch these kids pass by and won-
der where they will be fi ve years after 
they graduate. If  they graduate. I say 
“if ” because according to Californians 
for Justice, a grassroots organization that 
promotes racial equality, high school stu-
dents in East Side San Jose have a better 
chance of  dropping out of  high school 
then graduating from college.
Shopping centers that mirror those of  
neighboring suburbs have emerged.
But I cannot help to wonder what kind 
of  deals are made behind closed doors. I 
wonder if  the minority groups involved 
have been taken advantage of.
With all that goes on in East Side San 
Jose, who would want to live here? Who 
would not want to live in a place were 
they know they will be safe, or where the 
job opportunities do not primarily con-
sist of  retail and fast food jobs?
There is a saying in East Side San Jose 
that goes “sal si puedes,” which means in 
English, “get out if  you can.”
This will be my last semester at SJSU. 
My diploma is supposed to be my ticket 
out of  the shaky grounds of  East Side 
San Jose.
I will have the opportunity to make 
enough money to move somewhere that 
is quiet and peaceful. A place where I 
can relax and let my guard down, be-
cause the nearest “homeboy” is 30 miles 
away.
I recently traveled to Cupertino to 
help out Gilbert Wong in his campaign 
for a seat on Cupertino’s city council.
As I was driving there I asked myself  
if  I could ever live in a town like that. 
Cupertino has great scenery, miles of  
park trails and a population of  just over 
50,000 that does not need its own police 
force. Nothing like East Side San Jose.
After circling the city for two hours 
with Wong, I found my answer.
I am surprised I did not get a speed-
ing ticket on the way home.
Another option is to move to a city 
where the chances of  fi nding a job in 
journalism are greater. Some of  the stu-
dents have suggested New York City.
But New York City and similar cities 
are not that appealing to me, even if  I 
could make some more industry connec-
tions there.
East Side San Jose is my home. It is 
where I was raised and educated. It is 
what I know.
The life lessons that I learned there 
could not have been taught to me at an 
institute of  higher education.
Lessons that I feel will help me a lot 
more in life than some of  the ones I have 
learned at SJSU and De Anza College.
“I got that knowledge you don’t get in 
college,” I tell people.
My friends and family are in East Side 
San Jose. The people and culture are my 
own. I cannot think of  anywhere else I 
would want to live.
The skunks do have to go, though.
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Quote of the day
“We expect there to be elections as 
soon as possible and that the presi-
dent should remove his military uni-
form. Our hope is that he will restore 
democracy as quickly as possible.”
About Pakistan, after Bush met with Turkish Prime 
Minister Tayyip Erdogan. 
GEORGE BUSH
MITCHELL ALAN PARKER
Taking a Breather 
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East Side San Jose smells like trouble 
Mailbag
To the editor,
First of  all, I would like to 
thank you for the coverage that 
Spartan Daily did on Abdullah 
Mojaddidi (which is me) on the 
earthquake. The main reason 
is many students are unaware 
about special evacuation for dis-
abled students or disabled peo-
ple in general. I think all staff, 
Staff  Writer
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
Guest columns appear Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 
The rhythm 
of our lives
One would need to 
include their toes when 
counting how many 
times the cops pass 
through our neighbor-
hoods each day. 
With all that goes on 
in East Side San Jose, 
who would want to 
live here?
To the editor,
First of  all, I’d like to say how 
appreciative I am that the Spar-
tan Daily has had constant bits 
of  news about the earthquake in 
such a fashion after the events. 
This is a key news story, especially 
here in such a suburban campus.
I’d like to express my dismay at 
the citizens of  this county, espe-
cially those who’ve lived here for 
a longer period of  time.
First of  all, it’s not a laughing 
matter — we’re living in earth-
quake country. Plenty of  us have 
been through it. Some of  us have 
seen the damage that can occur, 
and quite frankly, I don’t appre-
ciate the jokes people have been 
making about them.
Living in California is a choice 
all of  us made. It’s a beautiful 
place to live in, but it has a terri-
ble fault (literally). With the activ-
ity in the Calaveras and Hayward 
(faults), we’re due for a bigger one 
soon.  People started a rumor the 
night of  the earthquake saying 
that there’d be an even bigger 
one at 3 a.m. later that evening 
— or morning, however you put 
it. That being said, countless peo-
ple stayed up until that late hour 
doing nothing productive. They 
were staying up trying to see 
something happen that turned 
out to be nothing.
It’s kind of  like the boy crying 
wolf. Earthquakes cannot be pre-
dicted, and instead of  making fun 
of  nature, we should be spending 
all that time raising awareness of  
what to do in such an occasion.
-Danreb Victorio
students and teachers should 
be all aware of  any special ac-
commodations needed for the 
disabled because in the time of  
need, the disabled person, like 
myself, need some assistance 
and all should be aware what 
care should be taken. I would 
like to ask of  you to somehow 
make all staff, students and pro-
fessors (aware) of  this situation 
because it is very important.
-Abdullah Mojaddidi
To the editor,
The story about Tuesday’s 
earthquake and the effects on 
the library has prompted me 
to question our campus’ ability 
to properly inform the campus 
community about emergencies 
that directly effect San Jose State. 
Frankly, it is really disturbing to 
know that a man’s life was in dan-
ger at the library because he was 
in a wheelchair. I have heard per-
sonal accounts from friends tell-
ing of  the confusion and panic 
that ran through their minds as 
the earthquake hit. The biggest 
problem is that people do not 
know what to do. Our campus 
absolutely needs guides to in-
form the students, faculty, and 
staff  of  what exactly to do dur-
ing an emergency. Interactive 
guidelines, like fi re drills, earth-
quake drills and intruder drills 
should happen every semester. I 
have never witnessed one safety 
drill being performed at SJSU, 
but I hope that will change. 
Right now, the masses are asses 
and it is this University’s fault.
-Julian Aguas
Mitchell Alan Parker is the Spartan 
Daily managing editor. “Taking a 
Breather” appears twice a month. 
To the editor,
I have concerns regarding the 
safety here at SJSU. Why is it that 
teachers are not required to talk 
to the class at the beginning of  
each semester about what to do 
in case of  an emergency? If  there 
is a fi re or an earthquake we are 
expected to just know exactly 
what to do, but when something 
actually happens we are stuck 
frozen in a panic. Why isn’t there 
also an evacuation plan in every 
classroom, not just the buildings? 
There might not always be an 
opportunity to fi nd the evacua-
tion plan in the building in case 
of  an emergency.
During last Tuesday’s earth-
quake many people found them-
selves in shock, and did not know 
how to handle the situation. I 
feel that it is important for every 
student to be well informed on 
what to do in an emergency so 
there would be less confusion. All 
teachers should be required to 
stop class as well, and take charge 
of  the situation, not just continue 
on with class.
Another concern of  mine is 
what to do in the situation where 
there is a handicapped person in 
a building or classroom during an 
emergency. Why aren’t we taught 
how to handle things in this type 
of  situation? Is there a device 
in every classroom and building 
that can be used to transport a 
person in a wheelchair down the 
stairs? If  so, is it easily accessible? 
Every single student, faculty or 
staff  should be taught how to use 
the device.
These are important things 
to focus on and can improve the 
safety at SJSU during an emer-
gency. I would like to know if  
there will be any changes made 
in increasing safety with the ques-
tions I have asked.
-Julia Forte
School should have 
plan for emergencies
SJSU community help 
disabled patrons
Shock rattles campus, 
some didn’t evacuate
We chose to live here, 
we should be ready
Hi Nicole, 
I’m sorry for your loss. 
It’s more than nice knowing 
that there are people like you 
at SJSU. This article is down-
to-earth and inspiring. 
You and your family are in 
my prayers. Keep your head 
up.
-Reese
Remorse over writer’s 
loss in the family
These comments are from the Web site and e-mails sent to the Daily. 
Larry Dubia said the fi rst time he 
heard “My Immortal” by Evanescence 
he could not stop crying. The song evoked 
something deep down inside him.
About 35 years ago, Dubia, an SJSU 
child development graduate who is now 
working toward a teaching credential, 
was in the military, stationed in Ger-
many.
One week before he and fi ance 
Kristyne were to get married, she died 
after being struck by a drunken driver on 
her way to the airport, where she was to 
fl y out to see Dubia.
“That song helps me remember her,” 
he said.
People use music for different things. 
Whether it’s like Dubia to remember his 
fi ancé or to crisscross the country for 
seven years on a bicycle while listening 
to Moody Blue’s “Long Distance Voy-
ager,” as Dubia did, music helps people 
get through hard times. 
Last Friday I met Mehdi Ghannadan, 
an avid Thrice fan who said that their 
music helped him get through an emo-
tionally painful time. Ghannadan said 
that while in the hospital for social prob-
lems and “a lot of  bad emotional stuff ” 
the music of  his favorite band was always 
there, helping him get through the rough 
spots.
Friday night, looking at 4,000 scream-
ing fans in the Event Center, I realized 
that the music industry isn’t faltering as 
everyone thinks it is.
The need for an emotional invest-
ment to experience music is still alive 
and well.
It was evident in the heads bent down 
around a lighter’s fl ame, after which large 
plumes of  smoke billowed up from the 
crowd. It was evident in the couple mak-
ing out during Brand New’s “Play Crack 
the Sky” or the guy standing by himself, 
eyes closed, head back, arms in the air, 
singing to no one and to everyone.
I remember at a Bright Eyes show up 
at UC Davis, my friend and I saw numer-
ous kids sitting on the fl oor crying as lead 
singer Conor Oberst spewed his vibrato 
heartache to the crowd.
At the time, my friend and I were 
disgusted at these “emo” kids getting so 
weepy over a piece of  music. But now I 
understand.
I don’t know what that kid was going 
through, or what the song “Something 
Vague” meant to him. I don’t know if  he 
had lost a loved one or got dumped by 
his girlfriend or if  his parents were sepa-
rating the next day.
But I do know that he was coming to 
terms with something emotionally impor-
tant in his life; that the rhythm and melo-
dy were causing a cathartic reaction.
That’s the power of  music. That’s the 
importance of  it. That’s why iPods are 
so popular.
If  you’re going through anything to-
day, if  you’re feeling down, or stressed or 
even just in need of  an energy boost, go 
listen to your favorite band, your favorite 
song or play your favorite instrument as 
soon as you can.
I’ve been listening to music the whole 
time I’ve been writing this article. This 
song reminds me of  my girlfriend, who’s 
been away in Europe for 84 days now, 
and I won’t see her for another 42.
If  I didn’t have these songs to listen 
to, or a guitar to sing to while imagining 
she’s sitting on the couch next to me, I 
don’t think I could make it so long with-
out her. All those beautiful memories we 
shared together can be found hidden in 
notes and chords and melodies and vo-
cals any time I want to recall them.
There’s the chaos of  a hectic news-
room happening all around me, but it’s 
calm inside here, between the sounds 
and my thoughts.
And just like Dubia or Ghannadan, 
all I have to do is press play and I’m right 
back there with my girlfriend, that one 
time we spent the evening laughing and 
dancing like fools in my bedroom.
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California high court considers 
whether medical pot users can be fi red
SAN FRANCISCO — When 
his new boss at Ragingwire Inc. 
ordered Gary Ross to take a drug 
test, the recently hired computer 
tech had no doubt the results 
would come back positive for 
marijuana.
But along with his urine sam-
ple, Ross submitted a doctor’s 
recommendation that he smoke 
pot to alleviate back pain — a 
document he fi gured would save 
him from being fi red. It didn’t, 
however, and Ross was let go 
eight days into his tenure because 
the company said federal law 
makes marijuana illegal no mat-
ter the use.
On Tuesday, the California 
Supreme Court is due to hear 
Ross’ case, the latest example of  
the intensifying clash between 
federal and local authorities over 
marijuana use.
Ross, 45, contends that Rag-
ingwire discriminated against him 
because of  a back injury and vio-
lated the state’s fair-employment 
law by punishing him for legally 
smoking marijuana at home.
He says he and others using 
medical marijuana should receive 
the same workplace protection 
from discipline that employees 
with valid painkiller prescriptions 
do. California voters legalized 
medicinal marijuana in 1996.
Eleven other states, includ-
ing Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Maine, Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
Vermont and Washington state, 
have adopted similar laws and 
many are now grappling with the 
same sticky, workplace issues over 
drug use by employees smoking 
medicinal marijuana approved 
by doctors.
In Oregon, for instance, two 
competing bills on the issue 
died in that state’s Legislature 
this year.
The nonprofi t marijuana 
advocacy group Americans for 
Safe Access, which is represent-
ing Ross, estimates that 300,000 
Americans use medical marijua-
na. The Oakland-based group 
said it has received hundreds of  
employee discrimination com-
plaints in California since it fi rst 
began tracking the issue in 2005.
“It’s an extremely widespread 
problem,” said Joe Elford, the 
group’s chief  lawyer. At least 
one other similar workplace law-
suit has been fi led in the state, 
but Elford has been advising the 
aggrieved to fi rst fi le complaints 
with the state’s Fair Housing and 
Employment agency. The agen-
cy issues “right-to-sue” letters 
after investigating complaints, 
giving a person up to a year to 
fi le a lawsuit.
“We’re advising everyone to 
go slow encouraging them to wait 
for a decision by the Supreme 
Court,” Elford said.
Several national medical orga-
nizations and disability rights ad-
vocates have  fi led friend-of-the-
court papers urging the Supreme 
Court to rule in Ross’ favor.
Ross, who lives in Sacramento, 
said he permanently injured his 
back in 1983 while serving as a 
U.S. Air Force mechanic. He said 
it wasn’t until 1999 that he found 
true pain relief  with marijuana, 
though scientists are still split on 
the drug’s effectiveness.
The American Medical As-
sociation advocates keeping 
marijuana classifi ed as a tightly 
controlled and dangerous drug 
that should not be legalized until 
more research is conducted.
“I think I’m standing up for 
everybody else,” Ross said. “My 
motivation is that I don’t like to 
lose and that medical marijuana 
is effective.”
So far, though, Ross has been 
losing.
Two lower courts have sided 
with Ragingwire’s decision to 
fi re Ross because federal law 
holds that marijuana is illegal in 
all guises.
Five current and former Dem-
ocratic state legislators who argue 
that the lower courts misinter-
preted a law they helped pass 
that banned smoking of  medici-
nal marijuana at the workplace. 
The lawmakers said nothing in 
their law prevents employees 
with medical marijuana cards to 
smoke outside the workplace.
The lawmakers wrote that the 
state’s fair employment law and 
the 1996 Compassionate Use Act 
legalizing medicinal marijuana, 
“authorize and protect the use 
of  medical cannabis by employ-
ees away from the workplace 
and during nonbusiness hours, 
as exemplifi ed by plaintiff-peti-
tioner Gary Ross, and that the 
court of  appeal’s decision erred 
in concluding otherwise.”
Employers are fearful of  falling 
productivity and that they open 
themselves to the wrath of  federal 
offi cials, who are armed with a 
2005 U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion declaring that state medicinal 
marijuana laws don’t protect users 
from criminal prosecution.
Ragingwire marketing chief  
Associated Press Writer
By PAUL ELIAS nell graduate, moved to California 
in 1940 to teach at what was then 
San Jose State College.
“He was one of  two people who 
were offered a job and he picked 
San Jose State,” Johnston said.
Vessel taught natural science 
classes that were required for stu-
dents who wanted to teach ele-
mentary science, said Jean Beard, 
a former colleague and a retired 
SJSU professor.
Along with students, Vessel also 
inspired some of  his colleagues.
“He was my mentor,” said re-
tired SJSU professor and former 
dean Edward Harrington. “He 
was extremely helpful in guid-
ing me through teaching when I 
started out at the university level. 
He was always there to help make 
pointers and suggestions.”
Retired Professor Bob Moore, 
Ph.D., former dean of  the Col-
lege of  Science and Applied Arts, 
worked with Vessel before the Col-
lege of  Science was split into two 
schools.
“Natural science was his cat-
egory,” Moore said. “He actually 
taught in that area. He was very 
interested in birds and he wrote 
some of  his books on birds. He 
was also quite active on nature 
programs for the schools.”
With a love of  the outdoors, 
Moore got to know Dr. Vessel, 
who was also a consultant for 
Santa Clara Valley schools, on a 
personal level with their shared in-
terest in hunting and fi shing.
“We liked to go out to fi sh par-
ticularly for salmon out in the Bay, 
out in the ocean in the Golden 
Gate,” Moore said.
Vessel often took his students 
on fi eld trips to learn about the 
habitats of  animals, and prior to 
bringing his class he would take 
his two children, Johnston and 
Richard Vessel, to scout the areas.
“One of  the things that got me 
interested in science was the fi eld 
trips on natural history,” Richard 
Vessel said.
After returning in 1946 as 
a World War II veteran, Vessel 
broadcast a radio science show for 
San Mateo schools and co-wrote 
several science series.
Also while stationed in Hawaii 
for the Navy, Vessel adopted a life-
long passion for woodcarving.
Vessel made an impression on 
Herbert H. Wong, co-author to 
many of  his books, during one of  
his biweekly shows.
Wong was encouraged by sev-
eral SJSU teachers to talk to Ves-
sel about obtaining his master’s 
degree at San Jose State College.
“Within weeks of  our initial 
meeting, we fi nished a little book-
let of  science,” Wong said. “That 
was the start of  the history.”
One of  their collaborated 
books published in 1989, called 
“The Natural History of  Vacant 
Lot,” was U.C. Press’ 50th title.
“He’s probably the best kind 
of  partner I could ever have,” 
Wong said. “Because he has such 
a personality, he was such an easy 
person to contribute together. He 
was an egoless gentleman, who 
was soft-spoken and was fi lled 
with background knowledge. He 
was just an incredible genius.”
Continued from page 1
“He was an egoless 
gentleman, who was 
soft-spoken and 
was fi lled with ... 
knowledge.”
HERBERT H. WONG
Vessel’s partner, co-author
• Medicinal marijuana was 
legalized in Calif. in 1996.
• Eleven other states have 
adopted similar laws.
• It is estimated that 
300,000 Americans use 
medical marijuana.
• The 1996 Compassion-
ate Use Act only protects 
the use of  medical mari-
juana by employees away 
from the workplace.
Just the facts
Source: The nonprofi t marijuana advocacy group 
Americans for Safe Access
VESSEL // Was an inspiration 
to students and fellow professors
Doug Adams declined to com-
ment on the case.
Ragingwire, a small telecom-
munications company in Sacra-
mento, has been joined in the 
Supreme Court by powerful 
corporate interests such as the 
Santa Clara Valley Transporta-
tion Authority and the Western 
Electrical Contractors Associa-
tion Inc., who said companies 
could lose federal contracts and 
grants if  they allowed employ-
ees to smoke pot.
The conservative nonprofi t 
Pacifi c Legal Foundation said in 
a friend-of-the court fi ling that 
employers could also be liable for 
damage done by high workers.
“History abounds with cases 
of  employers found liable,” the 
Sacramento-based foundation 
wrote, “because their employ-
ees were driving vehicles, oper-
ating heavy equipment or oth-
erwise performing tasks made 
more dangerous by their being 
under the infl uence of  alcohol 
or drugs.”
